Good afternoon, distinguished guests and colleagues.

I am pleased to welcome you to the traditional session of the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation within the framework of the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum.

Today we have an excellent opportunity to discuss issues of concern to the business community and ways to solve existing problems.

I would like to thank my distinguished foreign colleagues for their willingness to take part in the discussion.

This year the Forum is taking place in a difficult economic situation. Business is adapting to conditions of increased fiscal pressure, limited financial resources, and fluctuating demand.

With this in mind, I see the task of prosecutors as combining targeted support mechanisms with the adoption of systemic measures and the formation of law enforcement practice in the interests of, may I emphasize, bona fide and responsible business.

Let me start with finance. Here our efforts are aimed at ensuring the rights of economic entities in the exercise of, primarily, tax and customs control. We suppress instances of unjustified additional tax assessments, penalties and fines, unlawful blocking of settlement accounts, and delays in the refund of overpaid amounts.

For example, in 2025, following measures taken by prosecutors, entrepreneurs recovered 726 million rubles in excessively collected customs payments.

An additional financial burden on business is created by various mandatory fees. Across all sectors, there are hundreds of them.

Many entrepreneurs learn about them sometimes after the payment deadline has passed, and this, as is well known, leads to fines and other unpleasant consequences for business. To prevent this, on our initiative, the Government has organized work to create a unified system for recording non-tax payments.

We expect that this system will become a source of data on all fees subject to mandatory payment depending on the type of economic activity. Its functionality will make it possible to plan future costs, and most importantly, will increase the transparency of the mechanism for calculating and collecting fees.

Every year, hundreds of thousands of small and medium-sized entrepreneurs participate in the execution of contracts for state and municipal needs. For many, this is the main source of working capital.

At the same time, unfortunately, and this is not an isolated case, they face delays in payments, despite full fulfillment of their obligations, remaining, literally, without means of subsistence.

Here prosecutors always respond firmly, and when necessary, harshly. For example, in Khakassia, the Minister of Finance accumulated debts of more than 3.5 billion rubles. As a result, at our demand, he was dismissed.

In total, over the past year, more than 120 officials were held accountable as a result of prosecutorial actions for debts arising under their watch. In addition, prosecutors took measures that ensured the transfer of more than 18 billion rubles to economic entities.

Changes in the structure of international trade have led to a reorientation of logistics flows, primarily to the regions of Asia and Africa.

In this connection, through supervisory means, prosecutors contributed to increasing the capacity of freight routes and eliminated factors hindering the construction of necessary infrastructure. Measures were also taken to expedite customs clearance in connection with growing trade turnover.

The forestry industry has found itself in a difficult situation, especially in the regions of the Northwestern Federal District. The decline in exports and revenues as a result of sanctions unfortunately coincided with a significant increase in forest usage fees.

In order to reduce costs, we proposed to the Chairman of the Government to introduce a temporary moratorium on indexing rental rates and to review the procedure for their collection in the event of low product sales. In addition to that, the aim is to explore the possibility of offsetting investment costs for the construction of forest infrastructure against rent, and to expand mechanisms for stimulating the wood processing industry.

In the context of structural economic restructuring, it is extremely important to ensure accessibility and transparency of state support for business.

These issues are under our constant attention. In territories with preferential regimes, the provision of tax and property benefits is being verified, as is the creation of the necessary material and technical base.

Also, on a systematic basis, prosecutors monitor measures to attract investment.

Following a recent trip to the Republic of Kazakhstan, and drawing on the experience of our colleagues, we have developed a proposal to introduce a mechanism for direct supervisory oversight of large-scale investment projects throughout their entire implementation cycle.

Using digital tools in real time, we will monitor all stages – from land allocation and connection to networks to the release of finished products.

I think you will agree that assigning a specific prosecutor to such a project will minimize the risks of violations that impede its implementation.

In addition to the economy, a clear and transparent legal framework forms long-term certainty for commercial projects. We are active participants in the process of fine-tuning legislation to meet the essential needs of the business environment.

For example, during the supervisory support of the federal project "New Rhythm of Construction," aimed at reducing the duration of the investment and construction cycle, nearly 4 thousand excessive requirements for the construction of buildings and structures have been eliminated from the regional and municipal legal framework.

As a result, developers are relieved of the need to provide unnecessary documents and face delays in approvals. This is especially important in integrated territory development, where difficulties at one stage can slow down the entire investment project, lead to unplanned costs and, as a consequence, its overall increase in cost.

In September 2025, with our participation, we launched a digital regulations framework to tackle systemic problems in government services for business. It now ensures objectivity and transparency across 14,000 regulations governing administrative procedures.

We see the continuation of our work in further freeing legislation from everything that hinders business development, while maintaining the requirement for coordination of scheduled inspections and unscheduled ones.

In general, it is necessary to change the dominant mindset that has developed among controllers, where they see the main result of their work not in eliminating violations, but in collecting fines, and to apply more widely preventive visits as an alternative to scheduled and unscheduled inspections.

I believe that many will agree that prevention can avert negative consequences, while administrative punishment fails to do so.

Our discussion is taking place on the platform of an international forum. In this context, I would like to emphasize that the agreements signed by the Prosecutor General's Office of the Russian Federation with the prosecutor's offices and other competent authorities of 87 foreign states provide for interaction and exchange of experience in the field of protecting business and investment rights, as we recently discussed with our Chinese colleagues.

This means that the results of our activities and the supervisory practice of Russian prosecutors are in demand, and we will continue to develop this area of work.

Dear colleagues!

I began my speech with the recognition of the difficult economic situation. But there are a number of significant circumstances that instill optimism in our souls, hearts and minds. Our country possesses the richest natural resources and human potential; powerful competencies and a head start in many industries. This is what cannot be taken away from Russia or limited by sanctions. This is the foundation of the well-being of the country and our citizens. And we – the prosecutor's office bodies – will, within our competence, take all measures for its further strengthening.

We are open to dialogue, to interesting ideas and joint search for solutions to those complex issues that arise in everyday life.

I wish you a productive completion of your work at the Forum, new business contacts, and success in all your endeavors.

